
MIRROR PATTERNS
What happens when an original and its
reflection meet?

What to do

Idea: Phaeno
Realized by curiocity

Choose a round disk.

Place it under the mirror and rotate it.



IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE

What Do You Notice?

The pattern on the disk lines up with its reflection. This creates new shapes that

often look surprisingly regular or symmetrical. Even small movements can change

the image dramatically.

The Science Behind It

The mirror shows the disc a second time as a reflected image. Because the original

and its reflection meet directly, your eyes immediately combine them into a new

overall shape. Half a pattern can suddenly become a circle, a star, or a completely

new figure. The mirror acts like an axis of symmetry: everything on one side

appears again on the other, reflected. Moving the disc changes the position of the

original and its reflection relative to each other, creating new patterns. This exhibit

shows how strongly reflections influence our perception of shape and order.
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