
FOG TORNADO
How does a whirlwind form?

What to do

Idea: Exploratorium
Realized by curiocity

Further development: curiocity

Watch the tornado closely.

Carefully place your hand in the vortex.

What happens when you disturb it?



IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE

What Do You Notice?

The fan in the ceiling draws in the fog rising from the bottom of the apparatus. This

creates the funnel shape typical of tornadoes—but upside down. There is no fog at

the center of the vortex. Even blowing into it or reaching inside can seriously

disturb the airflow and make the tornado unstable.

The Science Behind It

In nature, tornadoes form when especially warm, humid air masses rise. Inside a

tornado, wind speeds can reach several hundred kilometers per hour. The tornado

draws surrounding air masses inward like a powerful suction funnel.

curiocity Fog Tornado


