
OVERHANG
What’s the best way to cross a gorge?

What to do

Realized by curiocity

Try to build a bridge across the gap using the nine blocks

provided.

Can you find a way to make the bridge stable?



IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE

What Do You Notice?

If you stack four blocks flush with one another on each side, you can gradually shift

the blocks outward over the gap, from the bottom up. The top block can extend

about halfway out over the gap, while each block below it extends a little less. But

there’s a more effective method: balance two blocks on top of a base block on

each side of the gap, then place the fourth block on top. Finally, use the ninth block

to connect the two structures on either side of the gap.

The Science Behind It

Mathematically, the first suggested arrangement follows what is known as the

harmonic series. In other words, looking from the top down, each block can project

a little farther forward than the one beneath it: first half a block-length, then a third,

a quarter, a fifth, and so on. With enough building blocks, the bridge can quickly

become a strikingly tall tower.

curiocity Overhang


