
THREE-PERIOD
PENDULUM
Do they all swing in sync—or not?

What to do

Push all three pendulums at the same time and watch how

they move.
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IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE

What Do You Notice?

At first, all three pendulums seem to move in sync. But after a short time, they begin

to fall out of step. One catches up while another falls behind. After a while, they line

up again—just briefly, moving in sync.

The Science Behind It

Each pendulum has a different length, so each has its own period. The time it takes

to swing back and forth once is called a period. The longer the pendulum, the more

slowly it swings. They can swing in perfect sync only if they are exactly the same

length. But because their oscillations overlap, they create an intriguing interplay of

rhythm and repetition.

curiocity Three-Period Pendulum


